
The evil consequences arising from a lengthened use of the remedy may
thus be obviaied. Lastly, I would add, that I think iodine is materially
assisted in its action by combining it with mercury.—Lancet.

USE OF THE EXTRACT OF BELLADONNA IN CASES OF STRAN-
GULATED HERNIA.

The means employed to obtain the reduction of a hernial tumor before
having recourse lo an operation, are exiremely numerous and varied :
some surgeons depend entirely on bleeding and cold topical applications;others endeavor to lower the strength of the patient, and diminish mus-cular action by powerful and frequently-repeated doses of tartar emetic,
and the same efl'ect has been obtained by the administration of tobacco
through the rectum ; but the use of this latter remedy is always attendedwith inconvenience and danger, in consequence of which it has been alto-
gether abandoned by the continental surgeons. The effects of belladonna
on certain muscular structures have been long known and taken advantageof in surgery and midwifery, and it was no doubt from analogy that Dr.
Frankel, according lo a paper in the Journal des Chirurgerie und
Augen-Heilkunde, vol. xx. of which we make the following brief analy-sis, was induced to employ it as a powerful auxiliary to other means forthe reduction of strangulated hernia. Since 1829 he has treated six
cases of this kind successfully, by repeatedly rubbing the tumor with a
pomade containing belladonna.
The first case was that of a female peasant, aged 42 years, who hadbeen thrown down and injured by the pole of a cart. She was brought

to the hospital in a stale of extreme feebleness, with nausea and vomiling.On examination, a strangulated hernia was discovered on the right side ;she was immediately bled, leeches were applied to the part, and cold lo-tions placed over the tumor. In spite of these remedies, the abdominalpain increased, the constipation was obstinate, and the vomiting became
stercoraceous ; an operation was proposed, but rejected by the patient.Dr. Frankel now administered at intervals a few drops of laurel-water,and rubbed the tumor, every hour, with an ointment containing a largequantity of the extract of belladonna. This application was soon attendedwith happy results. The accidents were alleviated, the hernial tumor
became soft and small, the vomiling ceased, and the hernia was rapidlyreduced.
In another case the symptoms of strangulation had lasted for eight days,and an operation was pronounced indispensable, when reduction was ob-

tained by the belladonna. This was a female whose hernia descended
only during pregnancy, in consequence of which she did not wear a ban-dage. The tumor reappeared after a violent and sudden effort, and soonbecame strangulated ; the bowels were now obstinately confined, there
was vomiting of fecal matter, and, in short, all the symptoms whichusually accompany strangulated hernia manifested themselves. The sur-
geon in attendance proposed an operation as urgent, but, as in the former
case, the patient was unwilling to submit, and the extract of belladonna
in consequence was employed after every other means had been in vain
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tried during eight days. The remedy was here attended with success,
and the tumor soon reduced.
The other cases reported by the author are of a similar nature, and

were terminated in a favorable manner. It is worthy of remark, that they
were all examples of femoral hernia in females, a species which is much
more subject to strangulation than the scrotal hernia of man.—Ibid.

CURE OF DIABETES MELLITUS WITH CREOSOTE.
The following is a short account from Ilufeland's Journal, for February
last, of an eighth case of the above disease, treated by Professor Berndt,
of Driefswaldt, after having treated the preceding seven with opium,
emetics, arsenic, bleeding, &c, all unsuccessfully. The seven all died.
The eighth patient was a man fifty years of age, who daily passed seven
and a half pints of urine, which, when analyzed, was found to contain a
good deal of sugar. There were considerable thirst and appetite, and
little sleep, but no hectic fever had appeared. An emetic was at first
administered, and the patient then put on Rollo's diet, but without bene-fit. Finally, he was directed to take daily eight drops of creosote in
sixteetf pills of gum-arabic. The thirst and appetite were soon reduced,
the excretion of urine was brought down to three pints, and then to two.The dose of the remedy was now increased, and the animal diet sus-
pended after three weeks employment. The urine now contained much
less sugar, and began to offer some traces of urea. From this period
the quantity of urine rapidly diminished, the sugar gradually disappeared,
and the excretion finally assumed its natural qualities, and was discharged
in regular quantity : the patient, in a word, was perfectly cured.—lb.

NEW ETHER.

M. Pelouze lately discovered a new ether, which he calls " hydrocya-
nic," while examining the effects produced by heat on a mixture of the
sulpho-vinateof barytes with cyanuret of potassium. This ether is liquid,
colorless, possesses a very pungent alliaceous odor, and acts energetically
on the animal economy. It is inflammable, it boils at 82° under atmos-
pheric pressure, its density is 0,787 at a temperature of 15°, it is but
little soluble in water, but is perfectly so in alcohol or sulphuric ether.
It does not precipitate the nitrate of silver, and in this respect resembles
hydrochloric ether, which does not decompose the salt until it has been
destroyed by the action of heat. M. Pelonze regards the hydrocyanic
ether as composed of equal volumes of olifiant gas, and of the vapor of
prussic acid, condensed one-half. The idea of searching for this ether
was suggested to M. Pelouze by an observation of M. Zeize, who dis-
covered a peculiar substance, possessing acid properties, and formed by
the action of barium on the sulpho-vinate of barytes ; its composition was
such as to lead to the conclusion that it was a kind of alcohol in which
the oxygen was replaced by sulphur.— Gazette des Hôpitaux.
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